The Maldives’ Legal and Historical Claim to the Chagos Archipelago
A Comprehensive Argument for Sovereignty, Redress, and Re-evaluation
Summary
This document outlines the core legal, historical, and geopolitical arguments supporting the Maldives’ sovereignty claim over the Chagos Archipelago. The Maldives’ position is structured under five principal claim points: historical sovereignty, wrongful colonial separation, illegitimate integration into Mauritius, the need to revisit the ICJ advisory opinion, and demands for redress and compensation. Each point is supported by historical documentation, legal reasoning, and the context of colonial-era violations.
I. Primary Right Based on Historical Sovereignty
1. Historical Claim of Sovereignty
Sultan Hassan’s 1560 letter-patent identifies “the seven islands of Pullobay,” linguistically linked to the Chagos Archipelago, as part of Maldivian sovereign territory.
Reference: Letter-Patent of Sultan Hassan (Dom Manuel), 1560 June 25.
2. Geographical and Historical Context
The geographical proximity and patterns of historical interactions—fishing, trade, cultural exchange—demonstrate the Chagos as a natural extension of Maldivian influence.
[General historical-geographical context]
3. Absence of Legitimate Cession
No evidence exists of a legal, consensual cession of Chagos from the Maldivian Sultanate to France or Britain.
[Absence based on colonial record]
II. Wrongful Colonial Separation and Violation of Self-Determination
1. Unlawful French Colonial Influence (1754–1759)
The French presence lacked Maldivian consent and constituted a breach of sovereignty.
Bell, 1883, p. 33
2. British Protectorate and Undermining of Sovereignty
a. Imposed Suzerainty (1796): Britain imposed control that obstructed self-determination. Bell, 1883, p. 35
b. Coercive Survey (1834): Conducted without consent, undermining Maldivian sovereignty. Bell, 1883, pp. 36–37
c. Suppressed Self-Determination: Maldivian fears of territorial loss were confirmed with the eventual Chagos separation. Bell, 1883, pp. 36–37
d. Facilitation of Colonial Interests: Rise of pro-British Maldivian elites eroded sovereign resistance. Bell, 1883, p. 37
e. Unilateral Separation (1965): Britain’s detachment of Chagos pre-independence violated the Maldives' right to self-determination. [Historical context of 1965 separation]
III. Illegitimate Integration into Mauritius
1. Colonial Era Integration
Integration occurred under British colonial authority over both Mauritius and Chagos, serving colonial—not regional—interests.
[Implied from historical colonial framework]
2. No Primacy of a Later Colonial Creation
Mauritius’ claims, based on its colonial administrative history, should not override pre-colonial Maldivian sovereignty and decolonization rights.
[Derived from principles of original sovereignty and decolonization justice]
IV. Argument for Re-evaluation of ICJ Opinion
1. Limited Scope
The ICJ opinion primarily addressed the legality of UK actions in Mauritius’ decolonization, not broader regional claims.
[Based on general ICJ opinion focus]
2. Insufficient Consideration of Maldives' Rights
The Maldives’ historical sovereignty and self-determination rights were not adequately examined.
[Implied from absence of detailed assessment of Maldivian rights]
3. Need for Revised Legal Discourse
International law should re-evaluate the Chagos issue, incorporating Maldivian sovereignty and historical injustice.
[User’s legal recommendation for revision]
V. Demand for Compensation
1. Unlawful Utilization
Both France and the UK used the Chagos Archipelago without Maldivian consent.
[Inferred from colonial occupation]
2. Unjust Enrichment
Britain has gained economic and strategic benefits (e.g., from Diego Garcia) without rightful ownership.
[Implied from strategic use of Chagos]
3. Redress for Colonial Injustice
Compensation is necessary to address the breach of sovereignty and self-determination, and to rectify the historical wrongs.
[Concluding argument for reparations]
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